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 IHSA CLASS 4A REGIONAL                                    

May 21
st-May 

25
th

 …. ………locations/times TBA      

 IHSA CLASS 4A SECTIONAL                                    

May 29
th 

–June 1
st
 ……….times/locations TBA 

 IHSA STATE TOURNAMENT 

June 7
th

-8
th

…….Silver Cross Field, Joliet, Il. 

 PORTERS ANNUAL GOLF OUTING                                     

Thurs….July 12
th

…Woodbine G.C. ….12:00 PM    

 

 

 

 EDWARDSVILLE TIGER CLASSIC                                     

Fri.-Sat….May 3
rd

 &4
th

 …..Edwardsville, Illinois    

 ARMED FORCES APPRECIATION DAY                           
vs. Stevenson…………Sat. May 11

th
….10:00 am 

 92’ PORTERS APPRECIATION GAME 

vs. Naperville Cen…. Sat. May 11
th 

…..7:00 pm    

 PORTERS SENIOR NIGHT                                              
Fri…  May 17

th
 vs. Plainfield East…….. 7:00 pm  

 

          PPOORRTTEERR  BBAASSEEBBAALLLL        

22001133  SSEEAASSOONN  UUPPDDAATTEE  
The 2013 season began on an 

unusual note.  As the Porters got 

on their buses and headed to 

Marion, Ill. For their “southern 

trip” they encountered a record 

setting central Illinois snow 

storm.  Yes, you read it right a 

SNOWSTORM!

This is what they encountered 

on I-57.  It got worse the further 

south they headed.  But, under 

the positive leadership of Head 

Coach Andy Satunas (“don’t 

worry, it’ll all go away”) the 

Porters pressed on.  This would 

be the 1st season in anyone’s 

memory where the Porters will 

not have been on a playing field 

before their 1
st
 game!  

Unfortunately, when the Porters 

woke up the next morning they 

saw this out their window! 

The Porters, headed over to the 

field where they “practiced”. This 

is what they saw! 

 

 

Special Events of Note 

No. 8- Mid-Season 2013 
Highlights Inside 

April-May Calendar 

A complete listing of games and special 

events during the last two months of 

the 2011 season and into the play-offs.

              

Also inside:                                                                                           

*News about the lower levels seasons…..pg.4                                   

*Latest on 2013 Golf Outing……pg. 8-9                      

 *Another look at the Record Book…. pg. 12                                  

 Continued on page 10 
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Coaches Corner 

In this issue Assistant Coach Dave 

Jeglinski discusses the ins and outs of 

proper infield play. 

 

Alumni Focus 

A closer look at 2012 grads Tommy 

Hook (NIU), Nick Davito (Lewis) 

and Matt DeGraw (JJC) and how 

their first college season is going. 

Senior Moments 

This issue will take a look at four 

seniors- Thomas Smith, Connor Ryan, 

Austin Kolmodin and Ron Sessler as 

they play their final season for LTHS. 

 

11 

Where Are They Now? 

A look back at a very special Porter 

and how he continues to contribute to 

the great game of baseball beyond his 

Porter playing days. 
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APRIL  2013                       For any last minutes schedule changes check our website  www.porterbaseball.org 

MAY 2013                       For any last minutes schedule changes check our website  www.porterbaseball.org 
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FLINK FIELD FACE-LIFT BEGINS…FINALLY! 
After many delays, work began the week of April 4

th
 to place bleachers behind the backstop.  Originally, the Boos-

ters had proposed the placement of new stands that they would finance.  However, we decided that it would be easier 

to reposition the existing left field stands to behind home plate and recondition those since they presently do not 

adhere to current OHSA safety standards.  The school in turn has committed to pick up the majority of the cost.  

So, if you have driven by Flink Field you have seen several stages of preparation for this to happen.  One press box 

was removed and the second was renovated with new windows, carpeting and a new deck placed on the west end.  

Parents Bob Duplessis and Shawn Dalton spent many hours of their own time doing the deck/balcony.  A great big 

THANK YOU to the both of them! 

The next step was the excavation for the brick wall that will be in front of the bleachers, a foundation pad for the 

bleachers, and concrete stairs.  Construction of the brick wall will begin the week of April 16
th
 weather permitting 

(you know how that is!).  Once this prep work is done, the school will hoist the stands by crane and place them on 

the pad.  A walkway between the backstop brick wall and the bleacher wall will then be constructed with paver 

blocks.  The final stages will include a new asphalt pathway leading to the bleachers and 100 new individual maroon 

bleacher chairs attached to the bleachers as well as a central stairway with railings.  Landscaping around this area 

will conclude the project. 

An image of the type of chair that we will be attaching is shown (left).  The chair will be 

maroon.  The Boosters are planning to help defray the cost of the seats by offering them to 

sponsors for $100 each.  A metal plaque will be attached to the chair with the name of each 

sponsor.  The picture below shows what our grandstand will hopefully look like after 

completion of this project. 

Footings for wall and pad. 

We hope to go from this to……………… 
……..this in the next few weeks. 

Stands similar to ours with the type of seats we plan on purchasing. 
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News From THE FRESHMAN & SOPHOMORES 

Sophomores 

Sophomore Coach Dan Blaskovitz has this to say about the sophs season thus far. “The Lockport sophomore team is off to 

a solid start.  The team is currently 8-1 (3-1 conference) suffering their only loss of the season by one run in a great 

pitching matchup.  The team is currently in the middle of their difficult conference season. The sophomores control their 

own destiny heading into tough matchups against Lincoln-Way East, Homewood Flossmoor and Joliet West.  The team 

has done their best to stay sharp in all facets of the game considering the weather has been horrific.  The team is starting to 

come together and they understand how to be competitive every time they take the field.” 

Freshman Maroon and Freshman WHITE  

Freshman Maroon team Head Coach Doug Chesna says,” The Maroon team (7-1-1, SWSC 3-0) has gotten off to a very 

good start   We are doing a great job playing aggressive baseball and have had a great approach at the plate.    They have 

learned a lot, but if they keep up the hard work, by the end of the season they should have a great grasp of the Porter style 

of baseball.  I am looking forward to the last month of the season.  The Maroons have really begun hitting the ball well 

and scoring runs in bunches. In their last three games they have outscored their conference opponents 34-9.  The pitching 

has also been outstanding.  Keep up the great work guys!! 

Frosh White Head Coach Brandon Morrone has this to say about the start of his season, “The white team got off to a good 

start this year by taking down OP-RF and splitting a four game series with Lyons Township. Many of the guys on the 

team have already shown significant growth as baseball players and young men. Unfortunately we had a very tough game 

a couple of weeks ago against Minooka, but the team has used it as a building point to get better each day since then. We 

do not have many games left, but we are looking to grow as much as a team as possible and win battles every day 

throughout the remainder of the season.”  The Whites are currently 3-4 and trying to reach some consistency.  It has been 

tough dealing with weather cancellations of both games and practices but they are confident heading into May that things 

will turn around. 

PORTER BASEBALL A HIT WITH STRIKE-OUT CANCER DAY EFFORT 
  It was cold.  It was windy.  The temperature at early 

game time was hovering in the low 40’s with wind chills 

in the high 30’s.  The field was wet after days of what 

seemed like constant rain. 

  Yet, despite all of this, they came, they played and they 

made a difference.  We are talking about the Porter 

Baseball program’s players, coaches, parents, friends and 

supporters.  They came out on a gloomy spring day to 

show their support for a great cause- the Make Your 

Mark Foundation. 
  Little has been noted in local media or school public-

cations about this great day- but it should be.  In today’s 

society where all too often all we here about are crimes, 

scandals and other maladies of society, it’s nice to see 

people come together to do some good. To do their part 

in helping bring about awareness to a great cause, in this 

case pediatric cancer.  

  Head Coach Andy Satunas became aware of Make 

Your Mark two years ago and decided that this would be 

a great way to help fight cancer and to help his players 

become aware of how there are things more important in  

 life than just baseball. So, in co-operation and 

partnership with the Girls Softball program and the 

Minooka High School programs, Strike-Out Cancer 

Day was born.  Players wore special T-Shirts with 

names of loved ones affected by cancer on the back.  

Booster clubs and friends brought food to share, and 

fans enjoyed 4 baseball and softball games played all 

day at Flink Field.  In the process ALL MONEY made 

through donations and admission was given to the 

Foundation. 

  The response this year was spectacular.  Hundreds of 

people came out to support the players and the cause.  

$7,674.50 was raised!  Sue Staehely, Mark’s mom and 

Foundation President, addressed the crowd and expres-

sed her appreciation to everyone before the varsity 

game and named the Porters baseball team “her favorite 

team”!  All involved with the planning and co-

ordination of the event should be commended on their 

efforts- WELL DONE! 

 

http://makeyourmark7.org 
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  It’s been an honor to say that I will 

be starting my 11
th
 season coaching 

baseball at Lockport High School.  

I’ve been coaching infielders since 

the day I was hired by Coach Hall in 

2002.   

  When I first started coaching, I 

learned a bunch of fancy drills that I 

would incorporate with my in-

fielders.  Even though the drills 

were beneficial, I realized that I 

needed more drills that were game 

situational.  The drills that I do with 

my players now are more game 

related and have more of a purpose 

than just doing drills because they 

look good.   

  When we’re indoors, it’s a great 

time to teach glove work, foot work, 

reading hops and reading and 

reacting to the pace of the ball.   I 

don’t like hitting ground balls to our  

infielders until we get outside.  Our 

philosophy is to have some type of 

glove action when fielding any type 

of groundball.  We don’t want a 

“stiff glove” when fielding a ground 

ball, we want to keep the ball 

moving at all times.   

  In a perfect world, we would like 

to field high hops at our chest all 

day, but that’s not realistic.  The two 

most common hops we’ll field are 

long hops and short hops.  We want 

to avoid the “in between hop”.    

  When fielding a long hop, we want 

to stay soft with our glove, field the 

ball as if it were an egg, we don’t 

want to break the egg we funnel 

long hops.  On short hops, you have 

to create and attack the short hop. 

Our glove action is forward and we 

should field the ball as soon as it  

  

 

   

 

Coaches Corner: 
Infield Play Do’s and Don’ts……….Asst. Coach Dave Jeglinski 

bounces and hits the ground.  We 

have several drills that incorporate 

the proper glove action on long hops 

and short hops while fielding 

routine ground balls, backhands and 

forehands.    

   When the weather breaks and 

you’re able to practice outside, this 

is the best time to hit groundballs to 

your infielders.  I like to hit my 

players at least 100 ground balls per 

practice.  When hitting ground balls, 

I like to focus on ground balls that 

they are most likely to see in a game 

such as routine ground balls, back- 

hands, fore hands and slow rollers.  

By getting several reps in practice, 

infielders will become more com-

fortable and confident in their 

abilities during games.  

  Even though your players under- 

stand the proper fundamentals of 

fielding a groundball, Baseball is a 

game of error and even our best 

players are going to make mistakes.  

 

 

 

  Some common mistakes that I 

see when fielding are: fielding on 

our heels, sitting back, waiting 

for the ball to come to them 

instead of attacking and playing 

the ball with elbows are too close 

to the body, head not down on 

the ball, reading the wrong hop, 

not reading the pace of the ball, 

etc…  You have to correct your 

players right away when they 

make mistakes so they don’t 

make the same mistake twice. 

 

Coach Dave Jeglinski 

Asst. Sophomore Coach 

Who Are These Guys? 
 

Don’t recognize this 84’ graduate who played a 

tenacious 3B for the state tournament Porters?  

Turn to page 11 to find out! 

Don’t recognize this 98’ graduate? He played 

infield and pitched on the 97’ and 98’ state 

tournament teams and now coach’s baseball at 

Bradley-Bourbonnais High School.  

(answer:  FFEJ  KENATS) 

 
Don’t recognize this 03’ graduate? He played 

outfield for the Porters. Also played football 

and won a state championship. He then went on 

to play baseball, Co-Captain and graduate from 

the Air Force Academy. 

(answer:  YAHC YNGIBRED) 
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Porter Baseball Alumni Focus  

Tommy Hook…….Class of 12’ 

Nick Davito…….Class of 12’ 

Matt DeGraw…….Class of 12’ 
  Ask any player or coach who knew Matt while he was a Porter what they remember 

about him, the universal answer would be “he always worked so hard”.  Matt is now 

playing for the Joliet Junior College Wolves and he has continued to impress people 

there.   

Long time JJC Head Coach Wayne King says this about Matt.  “Matt DeGraw is a 

coach’s dream. He works hard at his craft and does the same in the class room. Matt is 

getting his feet wet this year for us and learning how to be a good college pitcher. His 

best years, I believe, are still in front of him. Matt represents JJC in the manner in which 

a coach is expecting. The more time he gets on the bump, the better he is getting. I truly 

enjoy Matt, he comes from an outstanding high school program and that shows in how he 

handles himself.” 

Matt is now working out of the bullpen and in his last 8+ innings he has given up only 2 

ER.  He has worked a total of 14 innings and has an ERA of 2.57. 

 

As a senior Porter, Nick Davito (P, R/R, 6-3, 180) was named to the Herald News All-

Area Team. His 1.72 ERA and 7-2 record also garnered him All-Conference and Illinois 

Coaches Association All-Star accolades. He helped the Porters to three conference 

championships. He now attends Lewis University in Romeoville. 

The Lewis baseball website states that “Nick is a pitcher blessed with size and strength 

that puts his potential as almost limitless over his career at Lewis.” Lewis pitching coach 

Scott Sobkowiak said, “He is an intense competitor with maturity beyond his years, and 

has a solid understanding of what it means to actually “pitch,” which is remarkable for 

an athlete of his age.  I expect big things for this young man and they may just occur a bit 

sooner than any of us expect.” 

Nick currently is 1-0 for the Flyers with a 9.00 ERA in 13 innings pitched. 

  Tommy took his game to DeKalb, Illinois to play for the Huskies.  Coach Ed Mathey 

welcomed Tommy and had this to say to us when asked about his new recruit.  “This 

year’s charge for NIU Baseball is simple ‘bring effort and enthusiasm each day.’  There 

is not a single player on this team, younger or older, who symbolizes that more than 

Tommy Hook.  The speed at which he practices each day has made his transition to the 

college game quicker than most true freshmen.  He continues to work hard and has a 

contagious attitude that is helping to propel the entire team.  Tommy has been a 

welcomed addition to the NIU Baseball family!” 

  As this newsletter goes out, Tommy is enjoying a great first year having started 28 

games and playing 2B, 3B, and even a little OF.  In 97 AB’s Tommy has 28 hits for a 

.289 BA and a .410 OB%.  In a recent 3 games series vs. Ohio University Tommy was 7 

for 13.  We are very proud of Tommy and not at all surprised about his success. 
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Ron Sessler……….OF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Porter Baseball “Senior Moments” 

 

Austin Kolmodin……….DH-1B 
    Austin will be looked upon to command the DH spot in the Porter’s line-up in 2013.  Last season 

Kolmo hit .339 appearing in 25 games mainly as a DH.  He had an outstanding OB% of .435 as well as 

a SLG% of .542.   

    This season Kolmo will be the Porters main DH and will make spot starts at 1B.  Komo says ”being 

a senior is important.  For a lot of us, this is the last time we will play competitive baseball.  That 

makes us want to win even more.  Seniors lead and they give their best effort every day.”  

   Austin’s team goal, like all of his teammates is “to win a state championship” but on a personal level 

he “wants to fulfill his role” to the best of his ability and to “give 100% effort every day.”  He says that 

“being a good teammate to my peers” is important. 

   Komo has already been accepted into the prestigious University of Illinois School of Business and is 

deciding between studying actuarial science and accounting. 

    Sess is one of 4 senior outfielders returning from a strong defensive group which posted a .976 

fldg. %.  His season was limited because of a hand injury but he if fully recovered and will be 

prowling LF for the Porters.  2013 sees him playing the OF and as of 4/24 was batting .292 and 

playing flawless outfield with a 1.000 fielding percentage. 

   “Leadership and being a great role model”, Ron says is important.  “Seniors set the standard for 

being a Porter”.  Personally  he says he wants to “keep his team relaxed and focused”. 

   He has set lofty goals for himself and his teammates.  “My goal this year is to keep on task and 

have patience at the plate”.  For his team Ron states his goal for the team is “to go to the playoffs and 

win the regional final”. 

   Ron has committed to playing at Joliet Junior College next season. 

 

Connor Ryan……….P 
    Connor starts his 2

nd
 season on the mound for the Porters.  In 2012 he posted a 2-1 record with 3 

saves and an outstanding ERA of 2.59 in 16 games mainly out of the bullpen. He displayed 

tremendous command having a BB/K ration of 10/28 in 24 IP. 

   2013 has already started out well for Connor as he is 1-0 with 1 save and a 0.48 ERA as of game 15. 

   As a senior Connor says his responsibilities are “to lead the younger players by example.  We have 

to teach them how to play hard and step up their game because they play a huge role in winning 

games”.  He says he “brings full effort every day” and “I do whatever I can to help our team win”. 

   For himself his goals have been set high.  “Making myself better each day and contributing for the 

team”.  His team he states “has to get better each day too for the remainder of the season and play our 

best baseball when playoffs start”. 

  Connor will play baseball at Prairie State next year and wants to become a teacher later on. 

     
Thomas Smith……….SS 

    Smitty begins his first season with Porters having transferred from JCA last summer.  During last 

season’s summer trip to compete in the 19U Omaha Battle of Omaha Tournament Thomas quickly fit 

in with his new team and provided outstanding defense at SS that helped the Porters win the tourney.  

   2013 has started well for Thomas as he is batting .357 and playing solid shortstop as of game 15. 

  One thing Thomas has impressed people with is his approach to the game.  Being a senior is impor-

tant to him as well. “We are leaders of the team.  The underclassmen look up to us whether we are in 

the classroom or on the field.  Guys depend on me and can trust me with whatever they need.” 

  He has set high expectations and goals for himself. “Personally, I’m trying to help my team win any 

way possible.  I would like to keep building on my improved offensive numbers and continue my 

steady defense”.  

  He has committed to Roosevelt U. in Chicago.  “I plan on majoring in Accounting and minor in 

Marketing or Sociology”. 
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News From the Booster Club…….. 

SAVE THE DATE!!!  

Porter Baseball Boosters Golf Outing  
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Other Booster News: 
-The Booster Club hosted the annual March Madness Fundraiser on March 15

th 
at Mullets Bar and Restaurant in Homer 

Glen.  A good time was had by all as coaches mixed with parents and program friends in a fun evening.  This is an annual 

event that gives friends and supporters of Porter Baseball a chance to meet and greet coaches in a social setting.  Thanks 

to everyone for coming out! 

 

-The Boosters restored the portable batting cage that was damaged in last summer’s July 4
th
 massive storm that blew 

through Flink Field.  A big thank you goes to those boosters that lent their expertise to the repair. 

 

-The Boosters will be focusing also on a long range development plan for a new batting cage.  It is planned to move the 

cages to the area vacated by grandstand that will be moved.  Materials have been donated, “Iron Mike” pitching machines 

have been purchased and drawings of what will be there have been made.  The new location will be more efficient for 

players and coaches during practices and games.  The new cages will be turfed enabling use under adverse weather 

conditions.  Eventually, the cages will be roofed and lighted as well.  More on this project as it becomes available. 

 

-New officers for 2013-2014 season will be elected at the June Boosters meeting. 
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As bad as that looked, the Porters 

were able to play 2 games the next 

day and 2 the following day.  They 

finished 3-1 on the trip and headed 

home to take on local rivals in the 

WJOL Tournament. 

The Porters took care of Joliet Cen-

tral and Plainfield S. to reach the 

championship game where they 

dropped a tough one to Providence 

7-4. 

They continued play with a solid 

week of baseball rattling off 3 wins 

against Bradley (5-0), Stagg (18-1) 

and ranked St. Laurence (16-5).  

Heading into Southwest Suburban 

Conference play the next week, the 

Porters were confident of a solid 

start. 

The week started with a tough 5-4 

loss to Andrew though the Porters 

battled back from a 4-1 deficit to tie 

the game at 4-4 in the 6
th
.  In the 7

th
, 

the Porters failed to score the go 

ahead run in their half and allowed 

the winning run to score on an error. 

The Porters opened conference play 

with a solid 5-1 defeat of L-Way 

East.  

On Saturday April 13
th
, the Porters, 

along with the girls softball pro-

gram, hosted the annual Strike-Out 

Cancer Day in which all levels of 

both programs hosted Minooka H.S. 

in a day of baseball and softball.  

All players worse special T-shirts 

with the names of loved ones who 

have been touched by cancer. 

Hundreds of people attended this 

day-long event in which $7,674+ 

was raised and given to the non-

profit Make Your Mark Founda-

tion, a charity which raises money 

for pediatric cancer.  The Porters 

also chose that day to play their best 

all-around game with a 10-0 win 

over the highly regarded Indians.  

The Porters knocked out 10 hits 

backing up the shutout complete 

game pitching of Eric Duzan. 

The next week saw record setting 

rains cause local flooding and post- 

 

 

 

 

Season Update          (cont’d) 
Flink Field Update 

2013  
   The weather may have reeked 

havoc with the schedule but it 

also has taken a toll on Flink 

Field as well.  

 

  Unseasonably cold and exces-

sive rain has caused maintenance 

problems to the diamond, bull-

pens and dugout areas.  The 

maintenance staff, led by Mark 

Dulkowski has done a yeoman’s 

job of getting the field in play-

able shape.   

 

  Projects such as the dugout 

renovations, scoreboard painting 

and bleacher placement have 

been at the mercy of the ele-

ments.  Hopefully, all will be 

completed by mid-May. 

 

  Weather has also taken a toll on 

the beautiful trees that once lined 

the outer field fence in center-

field. These graceful old veteran 

trees (some say as old as 100 

yrs.) had to be cut down as a 

result of storm damage during 

the July 4
th
 week this past 

summer.  Those that survived 

had to be trimmed dramatically 

in order to be saved.  The 

famous Flink Field Elm survived 

and still graces the grandstand 

area behind the home dugout. 

Year after year that iconic tree 

can be seen in full bloom 

providing shade for those in the 

home bleachers.   

 

ponement and rescheduling of 

games.  The Porters were able to 

play only 1 game dropping a disap-

pointing 5-2 game vs. Joliet West. 

It would be yet another week of 

rain, washed out fields and back to 

indoor practices before the Porters 

were able to play again.  They 

traveled to Mokena to take on the 

Griffins and came away with a 4-1 

loss.   

Even though the Porters, as a team 

are hitting (as of 4/24).307, it’s been  

a lack of timely hitting and costly 

errors that has opened the door for 

opponents to begin late inning 

rallies. On the bright side, the 

overall pitching has been solid as 

the team ERA of 2.68 indicates. 

Head Coach Andy Satunas and his 

coaches are confident the ability the 

team possesses will enable them to 

improve as the season goes on.  

Their record of (11-6, SWSC 3-3) 

doesn’t indicate how good this team 

can be.  

As Coach Satunas states,  

“Our pitching staff has been off to 

a hot start this spring.  They have 

thrown 5 shut outs in our 

combined 17 varsity and JV 

games.  Opponents average 2.6 

runs against us.  Part of this 

dominance has been created by 

their focus on 1
st
 pitch strikes, and 

our defenses help in keeping lead 

off runners off base, and shutting 

down opponents chance to score 

with 2 outs.  As the old saying goes, 

“offense will win you games, but 

pitching and defense will win you 

championships.”  So we are really 

excited at where we are at on the 

mound and on defense”. 
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We recently contacted “Cooms” about being a part of this newsletter and asked him to provide                                                   

some information about his “post-Porter” years and what being a part of Porter Baseball has 

meant to him.   

After graduating from LTHS in 84’ Ron went to Taft College in California and continued 

playing baseball.  Coomer was drafted by the Oakland Athletics in the 14th round of the 1987 

amateur draft. He was signed as a free agent by the White Sox in 1991 and then was traded to 

the LA Dodgers in 1993.  In 1995, Coomer was traded to the Minnesota Twins for Mark 

Guthrie and Kevin Tapani.  Ron spent 5 seasons with the Twins, with whom he made the All-

Star team in 1999. In 2001 Coomer signed with the Chicago Cubs. He then signed a one-year 

deal with the New York Yankees in 2002 and finally returned to the Dodgers in 2003. He 

retired from baseball in 2003. In 9 years he played 911 games and has a career BA of .274. 

He signed with Fox Chicago and then Fox Sports North in Minneapolis broadcasting Twins games.  In 2010-11 he won 3 

Emmy awards for his work on Fox.  He says”it wasn’t a SICA Conference championship but it was great to be recognized 

for my work…..”.  He continues with that work today broadcasting 120 games for Fox.  He also has a daily radio show on 

96.3 KTW in the afternoon in Minneapolis.  He is also Sales/Marketing Manager for BIG Athletics.  In his own words, 

“my life is very busy and I wouldn’t have it any other way.  I still get paid to go to the ballpark…….this is my 24
th
 season 

in pro ball and it’s been a real privilege to do what you love”. 

He has some great memories of when he wore the Porter uniform.  Ron was a part of the 1984 team 

that finished 32-5 and advanced to the IHSA state tournament in Springfield.  “We had a great 

season. The regional tourney will always be a memory because of the way we won it.  We came 

back against Joliet West in the last inning to tie that game with 2 outs and went on to win in extra-

innings and then beating Providence in the championship game was just unreal. My friendships 

with my teammates, Coaches Hall and Clyde Odle will always be some of my best memories I’ve 

had in the game.”   

His relationship with former Porter Head Coach Jim Hall is special to him.  “I can’t put into 

words the impact Coach Hall has had on my life and my 

career.  He has seen the ups and downs.  He is one of my best 

friends and for sure would not be where I am today if it 

weren’t for Coach Hall and his family”.  Coach Hall says of 

Ron, “He led our team to conference, regional, and sectional 

championships and downstate.  He added, “I’ve never seen a 

player have a bigger impact on a team with his leadership 

traits”.   

Ron has always been there for the Porter program and his desire to see it successful 

continues today.  He has these words to say to all of those players in our program today.  

“I have been in baseball all of my life.  The building blocks for all of my success in sports 

and broadcasting came from home.  I think my motto in life has been, “I just don’t take no 

for an answer.  If you want something bad enough, GO GET IT!”    

Finally, he says that he wants to say this.  “To Coach Dobson, Bob Meader, Rollie 

Bolattino, Dick Dystrup (all former LTHS teachers and coaches) and all of the teachers 

and coaches who helped me along the way in Lockport….THANK YOU!!!!” 

Ron Coomer………Class of 84’ 
Where Are They Now????? 

 

 

… 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Guthrie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Guthrie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kevin_Tapani
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“The quality of a person’s life is in direct proportion of their commitment to excellence, regardless of their 

chosen field of endeavor” 

Go Porters! 

Our next issue will be in early summer and will include State Tournament information as 

well as scores, stats and final conference standings.   Look for special bulletins throughout 

the season. 

   In our last issue, it was noted that at the very least, the 2013 edition of the Porter Baseball team would be 103
rd

 of 

Lockport Township High School. That in itself is an amazing accomplishment.   

   But along with that, a question could be asked, “how many players have played for the maroon and white?”  On 

our website we have team pictures dating back to 1926 and 1927.  Those two teams had 12 members.  Even if we 

were to take that as an average for the 103 years that would mean that over 1200 students have played varsity for 

LTHS.  Considering that the average team rosters numbered between 20 and 30 in later decades we can assume that 

that 1,200 number probably exceeds 2,000.  That is a remarkable number when you think about it.  

   Another question would be “how many of these players went on to play baseball in college or even further?”  

While there is no way of knowing that for sure about the number over 103 years, we have been able to gain informa-

tion about that number of Porters from teams in the 50’s through to today. 

   According to information we have been able to ascertain, at least 142 Porters have gone on to play at the college 

level.  That is an astounding number and one that the Porter Baseball program is extremely proud.  That number will 

grow next year as 9 more Porters have made decisions to play ball at the college level as of now.  Ted Snidanko 

(Purdue U.), Evan Martens (SIU-Edwardsville), Derek Bangert (Heartland College-Bloomington, Il.), Thomas 

Smith (Roosevelt U.), Eric Duzan and Connor Ryan (Prairie State College), Ron Sessler, Jeff Pattison and Nick 

Lindemann  ( Joliet Junior College).  All will be competing at the collegiate level.  We can add to this, 22 Porters 

that have been involved on some level of professional baseball.   

   We wonder if many other programs (boys or girls) could boast such a record of achievement of sending their 

players onto college and the professional ranks.  It is certainly something Porter baseball can be proud of! 

 


