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 STRIKE OUT CANCER DAY                                                            

Sat. April 19th…Frosh 10/12, So. 3, Var. 5/7…………….Flink Field 

 TIGER CLASSIC TOURNAMENT                                            

May 9th………7pm & May10th 10am & 1pm…….Edwardsville H.S. 

 MILITARY APPRECIATION DAY                                           

Fri.  April 25th………..….7:00 pm………………………..... vs. JCA 

 ALUMNI NIGHT (Honoring 63’ & 84’ Porters)                                    

Fri.  May 16th………..….7:00 pm……………………....… vs. Stagg 

 SENIOR NIGHT                                                                            

Fri.  May 23rd…………...7:00 pm…………….….vs. Plainfield East 

 

 

 

 MARCH MADNESS AND SEASON KICK-OFF PARTY                                                              
Sat.  March  22nd….……...7-11 pm.................Mullets, Homer Glen 

 MAROON AND WHITE GAMES                                              
Fri.  March  27th…. ……..4:00 & 6:00 pm......................Flink Field 

 MINERS SHOWCASE TOURNAMENT                             
March 24th-27th………….Times TBA………….…Marion, Illinois 

 SWSC vs. SSC CHALLENGE (vs. Lemont)                                   

Sat., March 30th……….....3:30 pm………………....Benedictine U. 

 WJOL/DON LADAS TOURNAMENT                                     

April 3rd-5th……………..Times TBA….Flink Field & Silver Cross 

          PPOORRTTEERR  BBAASSEEBBAALLLL        

BACK TO THE GR1ND!!!!! 
    2014 will find the 104th edition 

of the Lockport Porters baseball 

team taking the field. Once again, 

as it has been for the past 93 yrs., 

Flink Field will be the home of 

the Porters.  

   TEAM 104 for the Porters will 

have a different look than the 

2013 team that had all seniors in 

the lineup. After losing all start-

ers, it would be easy to overlook 

the Porters. However, Coach 

Andy Satunas and his 2014 team 

are having none of that kind of 

talk. The Porters are a program 

that proudly looks back on 29 

straight winning seasons and 35 

straight with .500 or better. That 

is the tradition this season’s Por-

ters will strive to continue.  

   The Porters motto this season is  

“                                                  “ 

With the state of Illinois in the 

word WIN and the no. 1 in 

GRIND it’s very clear what the 

goal is for this year’s Porters. 

Coach Satunas says, “Each and 

every day, the Porters will contin-

ue to focus on executing the “little 

things”.  With this focus on the 

PROCESS, the Porters under-

stand that having the ability to 

WIN each rep and drill will make 

BIG things happen for their TEAM 

this season.  So “Get Ready it’s a 

New Day” and season for the Por-

ters, as they are working to leave 

their mark on this program”.   

   Coach Satunas will depend on a 

pitching staff led by seniors Noah 

Masa, Mike Formella, Lorenzo 

Blazekovich, Matt Duplessis and 

Rusty Hoh. Juniors Cole Bellair, 

Austin Moralis and Kyle Gallagher 

will see plenty of action on the 

mound as well.  

   Catching duties will fall mainly 

on senior Jake Stanton with junior 

Ben Wishba there to play his part. 

The infield will also be a mix of 

seniors Nick and Dan Kaleel, 

Lorenzo Blazekovich, Dakota Dun-

stan, Frank Diaz, Chris Grazioli 

and juniors Tyler Hair, Collin 

Cronberg, Tyler Nassar and Trevor 

Cielenski.  

    The outfield will consist of 

seniors Ryan Dalton, Rusty Hoh, 

Avery Lochow and juniors Tony 

Anaya, Jeremy Quade, Davis 

Purviance and Cody Schlusemann.  

As we “go to press” starting posi-

tions are being determined as lively 

practices are ongoing. 

 Special Dates for 2014 Season 

No. 10- Season 2014 
Highlights Inside 

Season Outlook 

The 2014 edition of the Porters will 

take the field as TEAM 104 in the 

storied history of Porter baseball.
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Alumni Collage 

Twenty-Three former Porters begin 

their 2014 college baseball seasons.  

We take a look at the varied programs 

that past Porters are now leaving their 

marks. 

Friends of Porter Baseball 

This new feature reflects back on 

two people whose leadership had a 

positive impact on Porter baseball.  

We take a look back at former AD’s 

Bob Allen and Kent Irvin. 
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Where Are They Now? 

We look at the lives of two former 

Porters whose careers took much 

different paths after leaving LTHS-

Bobby Dainton and Chay Derbigny 

 

2014 Porter Baseball Teams 

Tryouts are over and we are provi-

ding a list of the players that we 

welcome to our program for the 

2014 season. 7 
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Kyle Billig 

Ben Collesano 

Tommy Hook 

Matt 

Skrzypiec 
Austin Mastela 

Doug Matthews 

Eric Duzan Pat Domke 

Nick 

Lindemann 

Connor Ryan 

Matt DeGraw 

Tommy Hook 

Derek 

Bangert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PPoorrtteerrSS  IINN  CCOOLLLLEEGGEE  BBEEGGIINN  SSEEAASSOONN  

Bob Wilmsen 

Ted 

Snidanko 

Josh Altmann 

Jeff Pattison 

Jeff Duschene 

Jake Bulthuis 

Thomas Smith 

Ron Sessler 
Connor 

Petschke 

Brenden  

Dunleavy 

Evan Martens 

Colin Hart 
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WWhheerree  AArree  TThheeyy  NNooww??????????  

 

 

… 

Bob Dainton………Class of 96’ 

 

 

Normally we focus on one Porter baseball alumnus per issue but in our first issue this season we’ll devote two pages on 

two alumni;  Bobby Dainton (Class of 1994) and Capt. Chay Derbigny (Class of 2003). After reading their story you’ll 

see why our program is so very proud of these two former outfielders that once roamed the pasture at Flink Field. 

 

    Bobby D (as the Porter coaches called him) was a 4 year varsity OF for the Porters from 1993-96.  As 

Coach Jim Hall remembers, “I saw Bobby play in the summer and he was a very mature and excep-

tional young man and an outstanding baseball player.”  When tryouts in 93’ began, Coach Hall 

determined that Dainton could help the varsity.  For the next 4 years Bobby D was a mainstay of the 

Porters OF. Hall remembers that “he competed immediately for us as a freshman 

and was an outstanding student as well.  I remember that he played extremely 

hard and was a great example for the other players. I have followed his career at 

Northwestern…and I am very proud of his accomplishments….”     
    By the time Bob graduated in 96’, he had earned several awards including SICA 

All-Conference (94’, 95’, 96’), All-State twice (95’-96’) and made an impact on the 

Porter record book as well.  He is first in career stolen bases (54) and is in the top 10 in AB’s, hits, runs scored, 

extra-base hits, 3B’s, 2B’s and BB’s.   That’s quite a story but for Bob it was just beginning.   

    After graduating from LTHS, he chose to accept a scholarship to play at Northwestern U. (left) where he 

majored in Economics.  He played all 4seasons for the Wildcats mainly as an outfielder. His career stats are quite 

impressive.  In addition to being the leader for career stolen bases with 54, he batted .331 

playing in 197 games with 209 hits in 632 AB’s and 121 runs scored.  In 2000 he was named 3
rd

 team All-

Big Ten after batting .359.  

    Bob’s story doesn’t end there.  After graduating from Northwestern in 2001 with an Economics degree, he 

chose a very interesting and unusual career path….he joined the Peace Corps. Bob had 

decided, “I didn’t want to get a 100 hour per week investment banking job”.  He also 

wanted to learn to speak Spanish fluently so he spent the next two years “living and work-

ing in the town of Pueblo Nuevo in the Bocas del Toro Province of Panama where he 

was the “Community Economic Developer”.  He worked with local groups of artisans 

helping them sell their products and building a small store.  He also taught English, started a school library 

and helped on farms.  While there, at a town meeting, he met a Peace Corps volunteer from North Carolina 

named Braden and his life took yet another turn as they have been married now for almost 7 years.  

    After returning to the U.S., he and Braden settled in North Carolina.  While there he has continued to serve 

and help Spanish-speaking residents working for the Chatham Co. health dept. as an interpreter as well as helping a non-profit free 

pharmacy for the rural folks in the area. He began teaching in 05’, and currently teaches at Jordan-Matthews HS in Siler City, NC 

teaching  ESL (English as a second language) classes.  Next year he will be teaching Math in 

Spanish.  This past February he was chosen as “Teacher of the Week” by local TV station 

WRAL (go to the link    http://www.wral.com/news/education/video/13383048/  ) 

   If that isn’t enough, Bob is also a devoted kayak fisherman. Bobby says, “I’ve always been 

an avid fisherman, but it has really taken off…since the move to NC. ……I ran the 

Carolina Yakfish Tournament Series.  My competitive 

side is still alive and well…winning 8 kayaks in 

tournaments.”  Bob uses his fishing for good as well, 

running tournaments to raise money for charity.  He 

tells us, “from 2009-13 we have had 20 tournaments 

that have raised $7,000 for an organization called 

HEROES ON THE WATER (www.heroes on the water.org) which takes wounded soldiers 

kayak fishing.”   
   Many Porter baseball fans remember Bobby Dainton and appreciate all that he contributed to 

our program as a player and a person.  We continue to be proud of him as he contributes to his community and his fellow man.  Bob 

reflects back on LTHS baseball fondly.  “I’ve never forgotten where I come from.  Discipline, hard work and dedication are the 3 

qualities that you instilled in me in the early 90’s and they are very much with me still today.  I remember doing ply metrics in the 

hallway, sprints in the gym and killing myself in the weight room.”  Coach Hall and Ron Coomer also are remembered as he thinks 

back to “Coach Hall curling his tongue and Ron Coomer snapping my head off when I’d dip my shoulder and loop my swing. 

Bobby D realizes that “a lot of what happened in those years…has had a profound effect on my life today….  Every day I instill 

these qualities in my students so that they’ll be successful in the future…..   I’ll never forget LTHS.”  

   Thanks for what you did for Porter baseball and for what you continue to do today.  We are very proud of you! 
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    Chay Derbigny faced a tremendous challenge at the end of tryouts before the start of the 

2002 season.  He was told that he had not made the team.  High school athletes face that same 

fate year in and year out.  Looking an athlete in the eye and trying to explain to them that des-

pite giving all that they could, it wasn’t good enough is the hardest task any coach has. What 

separates one athlete from another is what they do from that moment forward. What Chay 

Derbigny decided that day is why he is being featured in this issue. 

    Coach Hall remembers when Chay was cut.  He was “very understanding and said he 

would work hard, go out for track and come back out for baseball next year.”  He had 

decided then and there that he wasn’t done with Porter baseball just yet.  Chay still remembers 

a quote Coach Hall used, “as one door shuts another opens.”  So Chay took not making the team as a challenge and as he 

puts it, “in order to overcome adversity, you have to get off your butt and get it done!  Regardless of natural talent, a 

man’s hard work, determination and perseverance will lead him to….a successful life.” After tryouts in 2003 Chay’s 

efforts indeed paid off as coaches told him he had made the team.  As Coach Hall put it, “Chay is a great example of a 

young man’s perseverance to be the best you can be.”  What people did not know then was that that season was just the 

beginning of a remarkable journey. 

  Chay played OF for the Porters that 03’ season earning a reputation as a hard working, hust-

ling player that left everything on the field and would do any-

thing to help the Porters be a success.  During the season he 

also learned that he had been accepted to the Air Force Aca-

demy in Colorado Springs to begin a career in the United States 

Air Force.  However, he wasn’t done playing baseball just yet.  

He had a dream- that of becoming a Division I baseball player.   

    However, events would repeat themselves as Chay was cut 

his freshman year.  Chay had a meeting with AF Coach Mike 

Hutcheon and he was told what he had to do to.  True to form, 

Chay did exactly that gaining 10 lbs. in the wt. room.  “Luckily 

Porter football and baseball instilled wt. room work ethic” 
helped him as Chay made the team his sophomore year.   

    He struggled that season as the Falcon’s starting CF batting 

.233 leading off.  His junior year he became even bigger and stronger breaking wt. room 

records as the team’s Strength and Conditioning Captain.  He rebounded on the field 

batting .301 with 3 HR and 16 SB.  He capped his Falcon career becoming the team’s captain his senior year and batting 

.311 with 33 RBI, 6 HR and 31 SB leading the Mountain West Conference in that category.  He was also named a 

Strength and Conditioning All-American. 

    Derbigny graduated in 2008 in the top half of his class earning his BS degree in 

Systems Engineering.  He also got to meet Pres. George W. Bush who gave the 

graduation speech that year.  He went on to pilot training flying T-6’s and T-44’s.  

Capt. Derbigny was selected to fly U-28’s (right) and is currently assigned as 

Aircraft Commander with the 319
th
 Special Operations Squadron at Hurlburt Field 

in Florida.  He has amassed over 1500 hours of combat flying hours in East Africa 

and Afghanistan providing direct support for operations that have killed or cap-

tured over 50  high value Taliban/Al-Qaida targets. 

    Remembering his experiences at LTHS, Capt. Derbigny had this to say, “I owe 

so much of my success, hard work and discipline to Porter Baseball.  I would not be the AFSOC aviator and officer I 

am today if it were not for me overcoming the several trials and failures I had during my baseball career.” Of Coach 

Hall and the Porter coaches he said, “You guys believed in me and that gave me the confidence to believe in myself.”  

Coach Hall had a particular influence on him and Chay remembers, “there are two things he used to always tell us that I 

still hold close to my heart today.  One was his list of priorities in life….GOD, family/friends, and then baseball.  I 

believe that faith in something greater than you is something every man needs in his life.” 
    The Porter Baseball family is extremely proud of Capt. Chay Derbigny and we wish him well on his continuing journey 

in life. 

Capt. Chay Derbigny………Class of 03’ 

Derbigny on cover of AFA  

2008 Media Guide 

Air Force Academy 

Cadet Chay Derbigny 
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FFrriieennddss  ooff  PPoorrtteerr  BBaasseebbaallll  
AA  TTrriibbuuttee  ttoo  BBoobb  AAlllleenn  aanndd  KKeenntt  IIrrvviinn  

  
 

 

… 

   

  
 
    In thinking back to our past success you have to think about the many people who contributed to that success.  The easy part would be to 

mention the coaches and players that achieved the conference championships, regional titles, etc.  But in taking a closer look you would 

realize that there were contributors off the field that were just as vital to that success.  Two of those people were the athletic directors that 

provided the solid leadership and more importantly, the steadfast and unwavering support that the players and coaches needed to succeed- 

Bob Allen and Kent Irvin.  During their combined 38 year tenure Porter athletic teams placed in the top four in state tournaments 34 times 

including an astounding 13 state championships.  More amazing is that all of those accomplishments occurred while also teaching classes in 

addition to their AD duties.  When asked to reflect on their leadership everyone was consistent in their praise and admiration.    
 

   Bob Allen was AD for 22 yrs. from 1970 to 1992.  During those days Bob also taught Math classes and coached golf.  Bob was de-

manding of his athletes and coaches as was Kent Irvin but they had different styles.  Former asst. AD Chris Mars-

zalek said this of Bob, “Mr. Allen had a bit of a different style, but he was still a great 

guy.  A favorite quote was ‘son, you have an unlimited budget and you just went over it.’  

He was real 'down home' with his rural Missouri twang.  He always did his best to help 

coaches see the error of their ways and help them come into the fold.  He always backed 

his coaches with the administration, but he would later let you know what you did 

wrong.  He was a character.”    
  Former Porter head coach Clyde Odle remembers, “Bob was very influential to 

me….and I benefitted greatly from his guidance.” Anyone who knew Bob and observed 

how he went about his job saw a great work ethic.  Clyde remembers that “Bob many 

times would come to the field and help get the field ready.  He would dress in old clothes 

and boots to help the coaches and players remove water.”  Clyde remembers Bob as “very supportive in 

improving Flink Field.  During his tenure, the infield was sodded for the first time, an underground sprinkling 

system was installed and a new OF fence and batting cage.”  As a young coach Clyde was greatly appreciative 

of Bob’s support and guidance.   

   Coach Jim Hall says of Allen,” Bob was the backbone of Lockport Athletics as director……Bob Allen deman-

ded excellence from his coaches and he is the reason why Lockport was on the map as one of the best athletic 

and academic schools in Illinois. Bob Allen gave me my first job as a head coach and he was a great guiding 

force to help develop one of the best programs in the state. He made sure we had all of the facilities and 

equipment we needed to be the best.” 

    Kent Irvin took over from Bob Allen in 1993 until 2008.  The indomitable Chris Marszalek had this to say 

about Kent as a person, “Kent Irvin is one of the most amazing people I know.  He was a definite 'people' 

person.”  In terms of his leadership style she had this to say.  “He always protected the athletes and coaches.  

Sometimes he was protecting them from their own poor choices.  He always treated every coach and athlete 

as if they were the most important thing that he had to handle in his day.  There were no "minor' sports in 

Mr. Irvin's department.”  Accepting responsibility for your actions was important to Kent for coaches and 

athletes alike.  Mars remembers that, “when he had to, he let people suffer the consequences for their own 

actions, but he always tried to get them to take the lesson from the loss. One thing I admired about him was 

his ability to think outside the box.  He always came up with possible solutions that you would never have 

thought of.   I felt privileged to work with him.” 
  A typical Kent Irvin “moment” was when he would appear at several points along a parade route (that he 

organized) to cheer on the team being honored.  He 

would wait until the parade would pass then get in his car and race ahead to the 

next spot.  That’s him in the maroon shirt during baseball’s 92’ parade (right).   

   Bob Allen was certainly a tough act to follow but as Jim Hall reflects, “Kent 

had big shoes to fill when Bob Allen left, but he became the epitome of a great 

athletic director. He had the ability to work with 22 different head coaches and 

many assistant coaches and get the most from each one.”  If you notice the 

continuing theme in the story of these two men you’ll see why our program, 

among others, was able to achieve the many accomplishments that we have.  Hall 

continues, “Kent was a very unselfish person because he wanted every program 

to be the best it could be under that head coach. Lockport won over 10 state 

championships under Kent's tenure. Kent is a good friend, an outstanding 

father, a great teacher but the best part of Kent is his dedication to 'always be there' for people.  

    The Porter baseball program is very grateful that both Bob and Kent “were there” for us.  We couldn’t have done it without the 

support of these two “friends of Porter Baseball”. 

BOB ALLEN 

KENT IRVIN 
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After a tough week of tryouts all three levels announced their rosters on March 8
th
.  The week of tryouts were conducted 

at the East Campus Field House literally morning, afternoon and night.  It was common to see baseball tryouts at 5:30 am, 

after school at 3:30 pm and varsity tryouts at night from 6:30 to 9:30.  Coaches’ days were even longer as meetings were 

held after each day to share evaluations and discuss players that they had seen.  Some coaches meetings lasted well after 

10:00 pm resulting in some very long days. 

At the conclusion of tryouts coaches met each and every player-candidate individually and in small groups to explain their 

decision, give the player a chance to ask questions and to thank them for their effort and hard work.  The following are the 

rosters of each level. 

2014 Varsity Lockport Porters:   (* denotes Senior) 

Tony Anaya Ryan Dalton* Kyle Gallagher Nick Kaleel* Davis Purviance 

Cole Bellair Frank Diaz* Chris Grazioli* Avery Lochow* Jeremy Quade 

Lorenzo Blazekovich* Dakota Dunstan* Tyler Hair Noah Masa* Cody Schlusemann 

Trevor Cielenski Matt Duplessis* Rusty Hoh* Austin Moralis Jake Stanton* 

Collin Cronberg Mike Formella* Dan Kaleel* Tyler Nassar Ben Wishba 

 

 

2014 Sophomore Porters:  Coaches:     Dan Blaskovitz, Tim Harmatys, Jeff Robinson, Curtis Fournier 

Barthel, Dylan  Hill, Stephen  Martinez, Josh Riordan, Joe Van Lonkhuyzen, Collin 

Cocco, Anthony Huber, Jake  McGuire, Joe Rosales, Nick Vella, Nick 

Czech, Justin Kenney, Nick Stevens, Mike Ruff, Dan Witek, Joe 

Filzone, Ethan Kozubowski, Craig Pattison, Mike Soderberg, Zach  

 

 

2014 Freshman Porters: Coaches:  Doug Chesna, Brandan Morrone, Tanner Libby, Mike Smith   Mgr.  Ben Ligacki 

 

 

 

 

 

Baker, Josh Ellison, Damien Houlihan, Danny McDowell, Brent Pietryk, Jake Shields, Tom 

Barber, Brandon Fitzgerald, Conor Jungheim, Eric Mikolajczak, David Pokorski, Dan Strysik, Nick 

Curtis, Billy Flanagan, Andrew Klug, Justin Miller, Kyle Romane, Anthony Studniarz, DJ 

Davis, Ben Gabriel, Ryan Lee, Joey O’Dwyer, Brendan Matthis-Rossow, Mike Suchor, Jake 

Davis, Kevin Grilli, Eric Lovesky, Gavin Ostrowski, Jake Ruane, Tommy Thompson, JT 

Dittmer, Aaron Harder, Matt Luna, Alex Ostrowski, Matt Schwenn, Kevin Travis, Ryne 

CCOONNGGRRAATTUUAALLTTIIOONNSS  22001144  LLOOCCKKPPOORRTT  PPOORRTTEERR  

BBAASSEEBBAALLLL  PPLLAAYYEERRSS  
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It’s that time of the year again as the Porter Baseball Boosters will once again be hosting ………… 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Booster Welcome to All Who Want to Support Porter Baseball 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all the parents and congratulate the players who will be part of the 2014 LTHS Baseball program.  I 

would also like to invite past players, LTHS alumni, members of the community, local and national businesses to join our organization to help sup-

port our program.  We want our baseball family open to everyone.  This is a program that is rich in history and the Booster club plays a vital role in 

the player’s overall experience as a member of the LTHS Baseball program. Past booster clubs gave us field improvements like the brick backstop 

wall, the locker rooms, bleacher seats and paver walkway to name a few.  This season we have introduced a new program to help raise funds to im-

prove Flink Field (see next page).  You will able to purchase a paver and have it engraved to represent your business, organization, family and/or 

player name and placed for eternity at Flink.  The cost is $100, $84.50 of which will go to the Booster Club specifically for field improvements.   We 

are exploring a new press box behind the new bleachers, streaming our home games on the internet, and new batting cages near our locker room.  If 

we sold just 200 pavers this all could be done this season!!  Flink Field was voted the #1 high school field to watch a game and with your continued 

help and support we will continue to be #1.  
 

The season will start quickly weather permitting with the Maroon/White Games on March 21, as well as our March Madness Kickoff Party at 

Mullets on March 22 starting @ 6PM.  Last season it was a huge success, we had over 150 people in attendance, and comments during the event 

were all fantastic!  Events coming up will be Strike-Out for Cancer Day on April 19 when Lockport will be hosting Minooka HS and playing 5 

games that day with all players from both teams playing in honor of a family member affected by cancer. We are excited to have the LTHS softball 

program join this great event. All proceeds that day will go to the Make Your Mark Foundation supporting youth cancer research and family needs. 

We will also be raffling off the prizes from our program wide raffle event that day as well.  
 

Please make sure you have registered as a booster club member so you can receive all the benefits. Without joining, you will be missing out on some 

very important things. Every member will receive a free subscription to Game Changer which allows you to follow the games on you phones and 

computers. Also each member will receive a player book, a baseball year book that will include all levels. Your son will receive a packet that con-

tains all the important information you will need for the 2014 season.  
 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 708-259-2910. I look forward to meeting all of you and working together to make this 

season a wonderful experience for your sons.  

Larry Wishba  

LTHS Booster Club President  

NNEEWWSS  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  BBOOOOSSTTEERR  CCLLUUBB………………………………………………..  
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Pavers will be 

located here. 
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RROONN  CCOOOOMMEERR  &&  PPAATT  HHUUGGHHEESS  

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to tune in to a Cubs game 

on WGN-Radio to hear Porter baseball 

alumnus Ron Coomer analyze games 

with long-time play by play broad-

caster Pat Hughes.  Early reviews are 

in and listening to Ron reminds all of 

us who have had the pleasure of 

knowing him of how great a baseball 

person he is. If you want to hear Pat 

and Ron chat about their new team 

here is a link you can cut and paste. 
wgnradio.com/2014/01/17/online-exclusive-pat-

hughes-and-ron-coomer-sit-down-for-a-chat/ 
 

 

NNEEWW  PPOORRTTEERR  CCOOAACCHHEESS    

Porter baseball welcomes four new 

coaches to the staff.  Jeff Robinson 

and Curtis Fournier will be joining 

Coach Blaskovitz’s sophomore staff.  

Tanner Libby and Mike Smith will be 

a part of the freshman staff. 

Profiles can be found on our team 

website:      porterbaseball.org 
  

  

OOLLDD  JJEERRSSEEYY  SSAALLEE  IINN  TTHHEE  WWOORRKKSS  
It’s amazing what a person finds when 

a little spring cleaning is done.  That 

was certainly true after we cleaned out 

our clubhouse.  What resulted was the 

discovery of several styles of old 

varsity jerseys in boxes.  Some jerseys 

we think go back to 1992.  We are 

determining what season they are from 

and will take pictures of each style and 

include a list of numbers that we have.  

We will then offer them to alumni first 

and then anyone who might like to 

purchase one. Now, we don’t expect 

you’ll still fit into your jersey  but 

we thought you would like to have it 

anyway.  We’ll keep you updated. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flink Field 

Pre-Season Update 

2014 
The winter of 2013-14 has been 

tough on Flink Field as much as 

anywhere else. The snow amounts 

have played havoc with the dug-

outs.  Large amounts of snow, then 

water from melt and then ice 

accumulates. 

The coaches and players greatly 

appreciate the time and commit-

ment the maintenance staff will put 

in for our opening Maroon and 

White games on March 27
th
 and 

would like to extend a giant thank 

you to these guys!!! We couldn’t 

have done it without you. 

Talk about turfing the infield con-

tinues and remains a possibility.  

Boosters presented a business plan 

to Board members which specified 

the revenue potential and cost sav-

ings in labor and maintenance of 

doing this.   

We still are hoping that new batting 

cages will be possible as the winter 

has really caused some deterioration 

to the old existing ones. 

Players and coaches will once again 

spruce up the field before the 

season.  Clean-up date has been set 

as March 15
th
 but looking at the 

field lately our “rain date” of March 

22
nd

 might be a more realistic target 

date.  Keep your fingers crossed!!! 

 

 

PPOORRTTEERR  BBAASSEEBBAALLLL  SSHHOORRTT  SSTTOORRIIEESS  

Senior’s College Plans  

The trend continues as five 2014 Por-

ters have already made commitments 

to play college baseball.  So far senior 

RHP Noah Masa will be attending the 

University of Illinos-Chicago and 

senior C Jake Stanton will be going to 

Milliken University in Decatur, Illi-

nois.   

   Also, senior RHP Mike Formella 

will attend Concordia University of 

Chicago, senior P-Inf Lorenzo Blazek-

ovich will be a Pioneer at Prairie State 

College and senior P-OF Rusty Hoh 

will head to North Central College. 
 

SSAABBAATTIINNOO  IINN  SSPPRRIINNGG  TTRRAAIINNIINNGG  
 

 

 

 

 

Former Porter standout pitcher Steve 

Sabatino (08’) is presently in the St. 

Louis Cardinals minor league spring 

training camp in Jupiter, Florida.  Sabs 

finished the 13’ season with the Class 

A Peoria Chiefs and probably will 

start there this season.  After being 

promoted from Johnson City, Steve 

appeared in 7 games, pitched 11.2 

innings and had a 1.54 ERA.  Good 

luck Sabs! 
 

PPOORRTTEERR  BBAASSEEBBAALLLL  AAPPPPAARREELL    
 

Porter baseball has various items of 

clothing for sale.  Among the items are 

sweat pants, t-shirts, shorts, hooded 

sweats and baseball caps (maroon, 

white, gray).  We will be sending out a 

bulletin in the next few weeks with 

details including pictures of the items, 

prices and availability.    
 

WWEEBBSSIITTEE  UUPPDDAATTEESS 

A reminder to check our website: 

porterbaseball.org 

for the latest scores, stats and events. 
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“The quality of a person’s life is in direct proportion of their commitment to excellence, regardless of their 

chosen field of endeavor” 

 The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines the word CONSISTENT this way; showing steady conformity to character, 

 profession, belief, or custom.  In looking back over the decades of Porter baseball, consistent could definitely be one 

word to describe our program both on and off the field.  In looking over the list of our players that have gone on to play 

in the college or professional ranks one could easily use the word consistent.  Based on what we have been able to 

determine, our list of alumni stands at 163.  That is only from the 1950’s to the present.   As you have read previously in 

this issue 23 former Porters will be participating on the college level this season alone. More from the 2014 team will 

follow next year.  Five Porters have already committed. 

 

From a baseball perspective a closer look at the record book also demonstrates consistency as well.  Here is what you 

would see based on complete records from available decades: 

 

1960-69........W 110,  L 63   (.636)   4 Conference, 3 District Championships, Final 4 State Tournament (63’) 

 

1970-79…….W 159, L 113 (.585)   

 

1980-89…….W 276, L 87   (.760)   4 Conference, 2 Regionals, Final 8 State Tournament (84’) 

 

1990-99…….W 255, L 105 (.708)   6 Conference, 3 Regionals, 3 Sectionals, 4
th

 (92’) 2
nd

 (97’) Final 8 (98’) 

 

2000-09…….W 304, L 102 (.749)   9 Conference, 6 Regionals, 1 Sectional, 1 Super-Sect., State Champion (05’) 

 

PORTER BASEBALL = CONSISTENT 

 

 

GGoo  PPoorrtteerrss!!  

Our next issue will be mid-season and will include how the season is progressing, lower level 

news, booster news and some early information on the summer season coming up 


