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Porters Winter Hitting 

League 

WHEN:      Sundays 1/17 thru 2/15 

                    7:00am-8:00am 
 

WHERE:    Lockport East Campus 

                     CWC Field House 
 

WHO:          4
th

-8
th

 Grades 
 

Cost:             $90.00 

More information online at: 

www.porterbaseball.org 

 

Brochure on page 8 & 9 of newsletter 

 

As the Porters continue to work hard 

in the off season, it is time to reflect 

and give thanks for what all of us 

involved with the baseball program 

have.  We are truly fortunate to be a 

part of a baseball tradition that past 

Porter baseball coaches and players 

worked so hard to build.  

One continuing theme of Porter 

Baseball is family.  We stress to our 

players that this is bigger than a team 

competing in a sport.  It is a family 

and all of the responsibilities that go 

with it.  Our current “family” is busy 

during this holiday season helping 

and thinking of others less fortunate.  

Team members collected toys that 

will be distributed to the Mark 

Staehley Toy Drive. The Porter 

Baseball program continues to stress 

to our players that being a part of a 

community is a big responsibility and 

one that extends beyond the playing 

field.  We are so proud of our 

“family” for the way they have 

accepted that and responded to it with 

enthusiasm.  

Many of you that played in the past 

remember the preparation for a 

coming season.  Remember running 

the halls at East?  Lifting weights in 

the old weight room by the loading 

dock?  The first team meetings held in 

early January?  Well things have 

changed a bit.   

Several of our players participated in 

fall and winter sports.  Those not 

participating, have been working out 

with former Notre Dame and profes-

sional athlete, Nick Setta.  He has 
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Coaches Corner 

In this issue Assistant Varsity and 

Hitting Coach Matt Bartley finishes 

his article on batting tips. 

 

8 

been in charge of an extensive and 

comprehensive physical conditioning, 

speed and strength program. All of 

this is leading up to the week of 

March 2nd when baseball season 

officially begins with a week of 

tryouts.  We can’t wait to get started! 

 

The Porter Baseball family would like 

to take this opportunity to extend 

holiday greetings to everyone. We 

hope that this coming year will find 

you healthy and prosperous. 

 

HHAAPPPPYY    

HHOOLLIIDDAAYYSS!!!!!!!!  

PPoorrtteerr  BBaasseebbaallll       

From the PORTERS to EVERYONE: 

Have A VERY JOYOUS Holiday!  
 

SPECIAL EVENTS COMING UP 
Porters FREE Winter Camp 

Porter Baseball will host a FREE 

winter camp for 5
th
 through 8

th
 graders 

from our LTHS community. 
 

WHEN:      Sunday, January 25 

                    4:30-6:00 pm 

WHERE:    LTHS East Field House 

                     1333 E. 7
th

 Street 

To register:  http://goo.gl/yzBx7K 

          (deadline is 1/11/15) 

 
*FREE Football camp follows @6pm 

Brochure on page 7 of newsletter 

 

 

Youth Baseball Night 

WHEN:    Friday, April 17
th

 

 

TIME:      7:00 pm 

 

WHERE:  Flink Field 

 

The Porters wish to invite all area 

players, coaches and their families to 

this game.  The program will be recog-

nized in pre-game ceremonies on the 

field the hard work and commitment of 

area youth baseball leagues. 
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Coach Satunas with (l-r) Cole Bellair, Tyler 

Hair and Austin Moralis 
Jordan Johnston (above) 

and Tony Anaya (below) 

22001144  PPoorrtteerr  PPOORRTTEERRSS  CCOOMMMMIITT  TTOO  CCOOLLLLEEGGEESS  
  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 
 

Movin’ On Up! 2013 grad Derek Bangert has committed to play at Middle Tennessee State this season.  Derek led 

the nation in HR’s at the junior college level last season with Heartland C.C. with 17 dingers.  Also, Connor Ryan will 

move to D1 and will be joining 14’ grad Noah Masa at UIC.  Good luck at D1 Derek and Connor!!! 
 

IIMMPPOORRTTAANNTT  DDAATTEESS  FFOORR  22001155  SSEEAASSOONN  
 

The Porters have TENTATIVELY scheduled some important events and games for the 2015 season.  It should be noted 

that these events are subject to change due to weather, opponent schedule changes etc. 
 

March 15
th

:  Lockport Porter Baseball Spring Camp 

Morning and afternoon sessions for area youth.  Porter coaches and players will instruct on 

baseball fundamentals. 

March 20
th

:  Maroon and White Night 

   Intra-squad games to kick-off 2015 season 

March 21
st
:  March Madness 

American Legion John Olson Post 18, 15052 Archer Ave., Lockport.  6-10 pm  $25 

March 25
th

:  Opening day vs. Lincoln-Way North at home 

March 29
th

:  SWSC/SSC Crossover vs. Lemont 

   This game will be played on turf at Ray Kroc Field, Chicago.  More details later. 

April 2nd-4th:  WJOL Tournament 

April 8th-11th:  PBR Super Preps Plus Tournament- Louisville, Kentucky 

The Porters will travel to Louisville, Kentucky and join 26 other teams from 8 states in round 

robin play. 

April 18
th

:  Strike-Out Cancer Day vs. Minooka  

April 24
th

:  Military Appreciation Game vs. JCA 

May 8
th

-9
th

:  Tiger Classic Tournament, Edwardsville, IL 

May 15
th

:  Alumni Appreciation Game vs. Stagg 

This is the 10
th
 anniversary of the 2005 State Championship.  We will honor the team with a pre-

game ceremony and presentation of outfield sign to team members.  We are also expanding 

festivities to recognize all alumni who attend.   

May 22
nd

:  Senior Night vs. Plainfield East 

May 23
rd

:  Program Picnic at Flink Field 

Mark your calendar and please plan on attending!!!! 

Jordan Johnston 

Five Porters have committed to play at the 

next level : 

*RHP Cole Bellair will be a member of the 

Fighting Illini of the University of Illinois.   

*Tyler Hair, a senior infielder, will take his 

next step at Northern State U. in Aberdeen, 

South Dakota….bring your long underwear 

Tyler!  

*Austin Moralis, a LHP for the Porters will 

play for the Hawks of Heartland Community 

College in Normal, Illinois. 

*Senior RHP Jordan Johnston committed to 

play for the Thundering Herd of Marshall 

University in Huntington, West Virginia. Get 

used to saying y’all and eating grits Jordan! 

*Tony Anaya will take his game to Marian 

U. in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin….can you say 

CHEESE Tony! 
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PPoorrtteerr  BBaasseebbaallll  FFaammiillyy’’ss  SSPPIIRRIITT  OOFF  

CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  
The Porters were extremely busy this holiday season.  In addition to taking care of semester ending studies and preparing 

for the 2015 season with conditioning after school under Coach Setta, the Porters got into the “spirit of Christmas” as 

well.  They collected toys for Christmas the Mark Staehely Foundation Christmas toy drive. 

 

2014 Mark Staehely FoundationToy Drive 

Porters donated 348 toys to the Mark Staehely Toy Drive. This beat last year’s total of 231!!! Great job guys, you’ll make 

the holidays a little brighter for a lot of children this year. 

 

Dear Lockport Family, 

  

    Last Friday (Dec. 12
th
) was an amazing day for the Mark Staehely Toy Drive because of you!!!  Your 

generosity, caring and support made this years Mark Staehely Toy Drive possible and successful.  On 

Tuesday of last week (Dec. 9
th)

, I called my sister to see how the toys were coming in. She told me then 

that they were down 60 percent from 2013. She said, “ I sure hope Lockport comes through."  Wow! 

You sure did! What a turnout of the heart by all of you. 
 

     We remarked that this year was the best year ever from Lockport and it's because of you that she reached her goal to 

give every sick child at Lurie (Children Memorial Hospital) a toy at Christmas.  In addition, she has enough for other 

families in need going through the battle with Pediatric Cancer.  Driving over with the Lockport bus filled with toys to the 

brim was reminiscent of following a bus in a Lockport Championship Parade.  I felt the same pride in all of you at 

Lockport H.S. who accomplished so much to make this truly the season for giving and blessings. 
 

    I can't thank you enough and thank you again for making this a brighter and special Christmas Holiday season for 

some children less fortunate. 
 

Happy Holiday and have a very Happy New Year!! 

With Love and Appreciation 
 

Kent Irvin 

(former AD, LTHS) 

Go Porters!!! 
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WWHHEERREE  AARREE  TTHHEEYY  NNOOWW??????????????????????  
It’s not often that we focus on two former Porter baseball players in the same issue but Bill Lutes (Class of 82’) and Bryan 

House (Class of 81’) gave us a unique opportunity.  These two alumni were brought together by baseball at Flink Field, 

traveled two vastly different paths after LTHS but now once again share the same field- that of using their efforts to help 

their fellow man.  We feel their stories are just right for the holiday season. 
  

              CCllaassss  ooff  11998822            BBiillll  LLuutteess    

   Bill played golf for Coach Bob Allen and varsity baseball for coaches Clyde Odle and Jim 

Hall.  Coach Hall remembers Bill as “quiet” but also remembers that “he came to the park, did 

his work and was a quality teammate.”  Bill has “great memories” of Porter baseball and 

remembers that baseball was a “passion” as it had been in his family for many years starting 

with his dad Don who was Bill’s biggest fan. He also remembers coaches Odle, Hall, Kulwinski 

and Dobson “playing a role in the formation of what I have become as a man.”   

    By Bill’s own admission his lack of “ability to hit the curve ball” and speed running the bases limited his playing time 

for the Porters.  The “highlight” of his career oddly enough involves our other alumni focus Bryan 

House.  Both Bryan and Bill were playing summer ball for long-time Porters assistant coach Ken 

Dobson when Bill suffered a serious accident on the field.  During a live scrimmage, Bryan House, 

turning a double-play with Bill as a runner, hit Bill with the ball shattering his cheek.  Coach Dobson 

remembers that day as well.  “We had no cell phones or phones at Flink back then so I sent a player 

across Division St. to ask a neighbor to call for an ambulance.  I remember that he jumped the fence 

and ran across the street. It was the worst injury I have ever seen in by 40+ years coaching.”  Bill doesn’t remember 

much after that except for the ambulance ride to Silver Cross. 

    After graduating from LTHS, Bill attended Illinois Wesleyan with plans to 

become a doctor.  He later switched to Lewis and left with a B.A. and later a MBA 

in Business. There, he found a new determination and work ethic that would help 

him in his next athletic endeavor that has become his passion today.  He took up 

cycling and became “hooked.”  Bill recalls that “my first race was in 1988 and by 

1991 I had earned a State Championship.  The discipline I lacked had found its 

way out and I continued to progress and ultimately….to compete on a national 

level.”  It was then that a friend suggested he try a duathlon or triathlon.  Bill 

began training for those multi-sport events and began competing “in a big way”.  

He has since competed in 137 races finishing in the top ten 38 times and has 54 top 

5 finishes for his age group.  In 2013 Bill was named an All-World Athlete at the 

half-ironman distance.  This means Bill is ranked in the top 5% in the world in his 

age group and continues to compete in Ironman and Half-Ironman races all over 

the world including Kona, N.Y., Vineman, Mont Tremblant and New Orleans. 

    It was during this time that Bill began to feel the importance of “giving back”.  He has chaired or been on the Board of 

several non-profits but had not found a way to tie in his passion for endurance sports with it.  In 2011 that all changed.  In 

that year he was introduced to the Eleonore Rocks Foundation.  Its mission is “to make a positive impact on the lives of 

sick children and their families.”  It “helps raise awareness and funding thru the sponsorship of a team of athletes (most 

of which compete in triathlons).”  In 2012, Bill was named to the Eleonore Rocks Triathlon Team and has personally 

raised $20,000.  “It has been, Bill says, without a doubt the most gratifying non-profit work that I have done.” 

     In January of 2014 Bill’s family suffered a tremendous loss with the death of their son Andrew who took his own life.  

As Bill puts it, “there were no warning signs, no issues, just a very ill young man….’ He had just graduated with honors 

and had been accepted by a major tax and auditing firm in Atlanta.  Needless to say it turned my life upside down…. we 

were extremely close.”  The Eleonore Rocks Foundation has “stepped up” and is honoring Andrew with his initials AHL 

on their gear to honor his legacy. 

   If anyone would like more information about Eleonore you can visit its website eleonorerocks.org or Bill’s personal 

fundraising page:  http://eleonorerocks.givezooks.com/grassroots_fundraisers/william-bill-lutes    

  Porter baseball is very proud of Bill and congratulates him on his endeavors to make this world a better place for others.   



 

 

Porter Baseball Newsletter 

 

HOLIDAY ISSUE- 2014 

 

5 

          CCllaassss  ooff  11998811              BBrryyaann  HHoouussee  
          

    As  Bryan House put it, “I loved baseball as a kid growing up.  Any space, no matter the 

size was potentially a baseball field to me and my friends.  We even built a ball park…. in 

some overgrown marshland near the house I grew up in!  We played baseball everywhere.” 

For Bryan, playing baseball in Lockport “created lifelong memories.”  More importantly 

for Bryan, it taught him to “have confidence in myself and my abilities.  I learned anything 

was possible if I worked hard to make it happen.” 

     Fans watching #7 play baseball games at Flink Field saw that ability on a regular basis 

during the seasons of 1979 through 1981.  Many knew that bigger things were ahead for the 

talented infielder.  Then assistant coach Jim Hall called Bryan “Hollywood” because of the 

“spectacular plays” he made on a regular basis and especially “enjoyed coaching him and 

watching him play.”  Bryan spoke fondly of “the awesome LTHS coaching staff “Clyde Odle, 

Jim Hall and Ron Kulwinski.  In his words “I was well prepared for my collegiate and 

professional career that would follow.” 

    It was not surprising when Bryan went to play at Illinois State that it didn’t take long for 

him to impress people.  As a sophomore, he led ISU in hitting with a .338 avg.  During his 

Redbird career he amassed several milestones highlighted by being named to the All Missouri 

Valley Conference team in 1984.  It was that season that Bryan led the Redbirds in runs 

scored (49), hits (54) and 2B’s (15) and stolen bases (20).   

     Bryan was then drafted in the 9
th
 round with the 213

th
 pick of the 1984 MLB draft by the 

Chicago Cubs and made his debut that summer at single A Pikeville (Appalachian Lge.) and 

was the league’s All-Star 2B. With the 1985 Peoria Chiefs (Midwest Lge.) he was a 

teammate of Rafael Palmiero.  Chiefs manager Pete Mackanin called Bryan the “catalyst for 

this team”.  Moving up to Winston-Salem, he played against Pete Stanicek brother of former 

Porter head coach Steve Stanicek.  In 1988 he was promoted to AA to play for the Pittsfield 

Cubs (Eastern Lge) and in August of that year was called to play for the Cubs in the 

exhibition Hall of Fame game in Coopers-town. In 1989 Bryan was in AAA for the Iowa 

Cubs. He was traded to Texas for Rey Sanchez and finished his career in 1990.  During that 

six year professional career he “traveled to many wonderful places, met wonderful people and 

played with many smart and talented players.  Once again I say thank you to the LTHS 

coaching staff for instilling in me a passion for the game and caring for me as a person.  As I 

look back at my career I can say that I am truly thankful and blessed.” 

   Once his baseball career ended, Bryan moved on to the next phase of his life.  He returned 

to western Massachusetts where he had played for Pittsfield and made his home.  He lives in 

Great Barrington with his partner Leah and their blended family of Liam (age 7) and their “new addition” Marcus (20 

mos.). 

    This next phase would also see Bryan use his abilities to help make life better for 

those less fortunate.  He currently serves as a Deputy Director of Berkshire Community 

Action.  BCA is an anti-poverty agency that serves low and moderate income 

individuals and families in Berkshire County, Massachusetts.  Bryan in part, directs an 

initiative called Project RECONNECT.  RECONNECT provides alternative education 

and training programs for at-risk Berkshire County youth.  Bryan “finds this work to be 

very rewarding because it helps me to actualize what I believe is my true calling- 

helping others to move forward and succeed.”   

    It’s both ironic and satisfying for us to realize that Porter baseball played a small part 

that led Bryan on his path from Flink Field to ISU and eventually to Pittsfield where he 

today strives to help others make their lives more successful.  Bryan says, “when I help 

a family or a young person get to the next level, or help them realize some part of their 

own dream, it feels like a home run!”  Porter baseball thinks Bryan’s an All-Star on 

and off the field!  Well done. 
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FFLLIINNKK  FFIIEELLDD  SSIITTEE  OOFF  JJRR..  HHIIGGHH  AALLLL--SSTTAArr  ggaammee  
The Porters had the honor of hosting the annual area junior high school all-star game on October 8

th
 at Flink Field.  

Players from Homer, Kelvin-Grove, Taft, Oak Prairie, Richland, Monge participated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HHOOMMEERR  JJRR..  HHIIGGHH  MMUUSSTTAANNGGSS  FFIINNIISSHH  44
TTHH

  IINN  SSTTAATTEE!!  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
             

 

    Congratulations to the Coach Joel Button and his players from Homer Junior High on their 4
th
 place finish in the 

I.E.S.A. state baseball tournament at East Centre Field in East Peoria, Illinois.  The Mustangs opened tournament play 

with a 7-3 victory over Chatham-Glenwood but then fell to eventual state champion Frankfort Summit Hill 10-3.  They 

then played Coal City and were defeated 4-3 placing them fourth. 

    The Porters would like to applaud the Mustangs on a fine 2014 season with a 13-5 record.  Button was assisted by Asst. 

Coach Mike Mitchell.  Mustang players were Aidan Pajeau, Alex Martinez, Collin Woulfe, Connor Drew, Declan Ruane, 

Devin Drake, Jack Mladic, Jacob Mazrimas, Jake Kampf, Joe Tor, John Elsen, Jon Studniarz, Josh Bentley, Luke Bentley, 

Marcos Voulgaris, Matt Kronsbein, Nick Schindle and Mason Kuhn. 
 

REMINDER 
Past issues of newsletters are achieved on our website:  wwwwww..ppoorrtteerrbbaasseebbaallll..oorrgg   Click on 

“INFORMATION” on top menu and a drop menu will appear. Click “NEWSLETTER ARCHIVES”  
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Porter Baseball 

Coach Andy Satunas 

(asatunas@lths.org) 

Lockport Township High School 

13333 East Seventh Street 

Lockport, Illinois 60441 

 

Website:        www.porterbaseball.org 

Contact us:   porterbball@comcast.net 

HHaappppyy  HHoolliiddaayyss    


