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 MILITARY APPRECIATION DAY                                            
Fri.  April 24th………..….7:00  vs. JCA  ……………..…Flink Field 

 TIGER CLASSIC TOURNAMENT                                            

May 8th …..7pm and May9th ...10am & 1pm……..Edwardsville H.S. 

 ALUMNI NIGHT (Honoring 10th Anniversary 2005 State Title)                                    

Fri.  May 15th………..….7:00 pm……………………....… vs. Stagg 

 SENIOR NIGHT                                                                            

Fri.  May 22nd…………...7:00 pm…………….… vs. Plainfield East 

 IHSA 4A REGIONAL                                                                           

Weds. May 27th………….Time:  TBA…………   …Location:  TBA 

 

 

 

 WJOL/DON LADAS TOURNAMENT                                    
April 2nd-4th… (2nd JCA @JCA 4:00 pm)   …….. JCA/Silver Cross 

 PBR PREPS PLUS TOURNAMENT                                      

April 9th-11th………………………………………..Louisville, KY. 

Tourney Schedule link:                                    
http://www.porterbaseball.org/2015SuperPrepBaseballTournamentInf

ormation.pdf 

 YOUTH BASEBALL NIGHT                                                           

Fri. April 17th    ……7:00 pm vs. Bolingbrook…………Flink Field 

 STRIKE OUT CANCER DAY                                                            

Sat. April 18th…Frosh 10/12, So. 3, Var. 5/7……..…….Flink Field 

        PPOORRTTEERR  BBAASSEEBBAALLLL        

    Shown above is the theme of 

the 2015 Porter baseball team.  

The meaning is simple.  The Por-

ters goal is to be #1 in the state of 

Illinois!  The Porters have been 

working hard towards reaching 

that lofty goal since the end of 

2014. 

   This team is the 106
th
 edition in 

LTHS history.  Team 106 has a 

unique look about it compared to 

the last few seasons. This sea-

son’s roster is a mix of seniors, 

juniors AND a few sophomores. 

They will accept the responsi-

bility of carrying on the tradition 

of the baseball Porters.  Last sea-

son was the 31
st
 straight with a 

winning record and saw the Por-

ters win their 5
th
 consecutive con-

ference title and 18
th
 in the past 20 

yrs. That is a tremendous respon-

sibility but one that Coach Andy 

Satunas (5
th
 yr., 100-51) feels 

confident it can accept. “The ex-

pectation for 2015 is a state           

appearance, I think we need to 

learn from the past and be ready 

to compete at our best when the 

IHSA Tournament comes.” 

   Coach Satunas will depend on a 

strong “power arm” pitching staff 

led by seniors Cole Bellair, Austin 

Moralis and Jordan Johnston.  Join-

ing the seniors will be juniors 

Dylan Barthel, Nick Kenney, Craig 

Kozubowski, Joe Riordan and 

Mike Stevens.  Rounding out the 

staff will be sophs Josh Baker and 

Gavin Lovesky.  

   2014 was an offensive disap-

pointment and one that presents a 

challenge to Satunas and his team. 

Coach Satunas states “We have 

some unproven hitters”, but also 

says “our size and speed will allow 

us to compete with anybody.” 

    Seniors Tyler Hair (SS), Collin 

Cronberg (3B-1B), Tyler Nassar 

(OF), Jeremy Quade (OF), Tony 

Anaya (OF), Davis Purviance (OF), 

Ethan Phillips (OF), Trevor 

Cielenski (2B) and Ben Wishba (C) 

return to play significant roles.  

Also in the starting lineup could be 

a strong group of juniors led by 

Anthony Cocco (2b), Stephen Hill  
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Alumni Collage 

Twenty-Seven former Porters 

begin their 2015 college baseball 

seasons.  We take a look at the 

programs that past Porters are 

now leaving their marks. 

History in the Locker Room? 

The player’s locker room has 

undergone a remodeling of sorts 

with an “infusion” of Porter 

baseball history. 

 
2015 Youth Clinic a Success 

Over a 120 local youth attend the 

annual instructional camp put 

on by Porter baseball staff and 

players. 

2015 Porter Baseball Teams 

Tryouts are over and we are 

providing a list of the players that 

we welcome to our program for 

the 2015 season. 
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After a tough week of tryouts all three levels announced their rosters on March 6
th
.  The week of tryouts were conducted 

at the East Campus Field House literally morning, afternoon and night.  It was common to see baseball tryouts at 5:30 am, 

after school at 3:30 pm and varsity tryouts at night from 6:30 to 9:30.  Coaches’ days were even longer as meetings were 

held after each day to share evaluations and discuss players that they had seen.  Some coaches meetings lasted well after 

10:00 pm resulting in some very long days. 

The following are the rosters of each level. 

2015 Varsity Lockport Porters:   (* denotes Senior)(+ denotes Sophomore) 

Tony Anaya* 

 

Anthony Cocco Jordan Johnston* Josh Martinez Davis Purviance* 

Josh Baker+ Collin Cronberg* Nick Kenney Austin Moralis* Jeremy Quade* 

Dylan Barthel Tyler Hair* Craig Kozubowski Tyler Nassar* Joe Riordan 

Cole Bellair* Stephen Hill Gavin Lovesky+ Mike Pattison Mike Stevens 

Trevor Cielenski* Jake Huber Joe McGuire Ethan Phillips* Ben Wishba* 

 

2015 Sophomore Porters:  Coaches:     Dan Blaskovitz, Tim Harmatys, Doug Chesna 

Billy Curtis Bryan Fox Ben Ligacki Brendan O’Connor DJ Studniarz 

Ben Davis Ryan Gabriel Alex Luna Brendan O’Dwyer Nick Strysik 

Kevin Davis Matt Harder Brent McDowell Jake Pietryk Jake Suchor 

Connor Fitzgerald Eric Jungheim Matt Medina Tom Ruane Ryne Travis 

Drew Flanagan Justin Klug David Mikolajczak Tom Shields  

 

 

2015 Freshman Porters: Coaches:    Brandan Morrone, Adam Decaire, Jory Koehler, Ryan Russell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noah Baer Brandon Cocco Gabe Griffin Rich Jesse Jr. Max Pappageorge Steven Slavino 

Chad Beebe James Cozen Patrick Harms Tommy Louch Gio Pappas Jon Savage 

San Bellair Anthony Donahue Jimmy Heintz Dylan McCarthy Brian Pietryk Justin Schackle 

Jake Berger Zach Fedor Ed Hildebranski Scott Miller Mitch Price Craig Weins 

Jake Brasen Bryan Fox Austin Hoffman David Napoli Zack Pytlewski Alex Wolcott 

Luke Brasen Alec Gadomski TJ Jaros Brendan O’Connor Matthew Rose  

CCOONNGGRRAATTUUAALLTTIIOONNSS  22001155  LLOOCCKKPPOORRTT  PPOORRTTEERR  

BBAASSEEBBAALLLL  PPLLAAYYEERRSS  
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It’s that time of the year again as the Porter Baseball Boosters will once again be 

hosting and planning events and fund-raisers to enhance the 2015 season for all of our 

players.  The annual March Madness social event was held on Saturday, March 21
st
 at 

a new location – the American Legion John Olson Post 18 Hall annex.  Several 

hundred parents and supporters came out to support our program and we are 

tremendously appreciative to them.  Food and beverages as well as raffles were held 

while people socialized and watched March Madness and the Blackhawks on big 

screen TV’s.  Again we are thankful to all who attended that made it our best March 

Madness ever! 

 

In other news it was announced that 

the baseball boosters will be joining 

with the football boosters for our 

annual golf outing.  The event this 

year will be at the Lockport Twp 

Park District’s Prairie Bluff Golf 

Course on Renwick Road in Lockport.  Additional information 

concerning cost and times will be forthcoming as they are made 

available.  So mark your calendars for  

FRIDAY, JULY 10
th

 
Sponsorship opportunities are needed.  If interested please contact: 

 

   Jeff DeGraw  

815-302-3322  

         or  

willcountysports@hotmail.com 

 
A Booster Welcome ……. 
 

 

      

    I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all the parents and congratulate the players who will be part of the 2015 LTHS 

Baseball program.  I would also like to invite past players, LTHS alumni, members of the community, local and national businesses to 

join our organization to help support our program.  We want our baseball family open to everyone.  This is a program that is rich in 

history and the Booster club plays a vital role in the player’s overall experience as a member of the LTHS Baseball program. Past 

booster clubs gave us field improvements like the brick backstop wall, the locker rooms, bleacher seats and paver walkway to name a 

few.  This season we have introduced a new program to help fund our program, Boosters can sponsor or get a business to sponsor the 

club and have a sign placed at Flink Field on the concession stand.  There are many levels of sponsorships, contact Coach Satunas if 

interested!  Flink Field was voted the #1 high school field to watch a game and with your continued help and support we will continue 

to be #1. 

     The season began with Maroon/White Games on March 20 they were well played games in nice weather, it was nice to play 

baseball again.  March Madness Kickoff Party at the American Legion Hall Post 18 on March 21 was a huge success, we had over 

150 people in attendance, and comments during the event were all fantastic!  Events coming up will be Strike-Out for Cancer Day 

on April 18 when Lockport will be hosting Minooka HS and playing 5 games that day with all players from both teams playing in 

honor of a family member affected by cancer. We are excited to have the LTHS softball program join this great event. All proceeds 

that day will go to the Make Your Mark Foundation supporting youth cancer research and family needs. We will also be raffling off 

the prizes from our program wide raffle event that day as well.  

     Please make sure you have registered as a booster club member so you can receive all the benefits. Without joining, you will be 

missing out on some very important things. Every member will receive a free subscription to Game Changer which allows you to 

follow the games on you phones and computers. Also each member will receive a player book, a baseball year book that will include 

all levels.  Our baseball booster club is an organization that needs not only present members but past and future members to be 

active in the program to ensure its future success.   Lockport Porter baseball is a family, being a booster club member is an important 

part of that family!                      Larry Wishba   Pres., Porter Baseball Boosters 
  

NNEEWWSS  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  BBOOOOSSTTEERR  CCLLUUBB………………………………………………..  

Porters  

Baseball –Football 

Boosters & Alumni 

Golf Outing and Dinner 
 

Prairie Bluff Golf 

Course 
Renwick Rd, Lockport IL  

 

FRIDAY, JULY 10th 
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Cont’d From Page 1 

Hill (1B-3B), Jake Huber (SS), Joe 

McGuire (C), Josh Martinez (OF-

INF), Mike Pattison (OF), and Ryne 

Travis (C).  Sophomores Baker, 

Lovesky and Nick Strysik (C) also are 

seen to play significant roles. 

  Coach Satunas will be joined by 

returning veteran assistant coaches 

Butch Markelz (24
th
 yr.), Ken Dobson 

(35
th
 yr.) and newcomer and former 

Porter alumni Greg Blaesing (98’). 

   The Porters opened with a 5-4 win 

over #2 ranked Lincoln-Way North.  

Their schedule sees some of the state’s 

top-ranked teams including Provi-

dence, JCA, Homewood- Flossmoor, 

Edwardsville, Naperville Central, Le-

mont, Minooka and Sandburg.  They 

will also travel to Louisville (PBR 

Prep Plus) and Edwardsville (Tiger 

Classic) for tournaments as well as 

participate in the local WJOL/Don 

Ladas Tournament. 
 

 

NNEEWW  PPOORRTTEERR  CCOOAACCHHEESS    

  

Porter baseball welcomes three new 

coaches to the staff.  Alumni Greg 

Blaesing (98’) and Jory Koehler (10’) 

will join the varsity and frosh staffs 

respectively and Ryan Russell will 

also join the frosh staff.  Blaesing and 

Koehler will be the 5
th
 and 6

th
 Porter 

alumni on the coaching staff joining 

Tim Harmatys, Doug Chesna, Bran-

dan Morrone and Adam Decaire.  
  

  

PPOORRTTEERRSS  AANN  AADDIIDDAASS  TTEEAAMM  

  

At a recent school board meeting, a 3 

year contract was approved that made 

the Porters baseball program only the 

2
nd

 team in Illinois to be officially 

outfitted with Adidas uniforms and 

apparel. 

The Porters will receive new uniforms 

and other outerwear and receive dis-

counts for other items such as spikes.  

The Coaches will like-wise be 

outfitted with Adidas coaching wear. 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flink Field 
2015 Pre-Season Update 

The weather of the past few years has 

been tough on Flink Field as much as 

anywhere else. The snow/rain amounts 

have played havoc with the facility 

necessitating extra hours and work.   

The coaches and players appreciated 

the time and commitment the 

maintenance staff put in for our 

opening Maroon and White games on 

March 23rd and would like to extend a 

giant thank you to these guys!!! We 

couldn’t have done it without you. 

Those visiting Flink since the end of 

2014 will notice several cosmetic 

changes to the field and facilities.   

Volunteers painted the dugouts, signs 

and press box with a new coat of paint.  

New photo walls (see story this edition) 

were installed in the player’s locker 

room.  In addition the infield grass lines 

were cut and trimmed giving it a fresh 

look 

A new alumni group called the Friends 

of Flink  formed with the intent to help 

the baseball program realize updating 

several facilities at Flink.  They have 

met with District 205 administration 

officials and discussed the parameters 

of such future projects.  The talks were 

very positive and in general District 

205 was receptive to the capital 

improvement plan and promised to 

continue moving forward.  More details 

later. 

Beautiful “Old Flink Field” may get the 

much needed face-lift she so richly 

deserves yet.  We will keep you 

informed. 

 

 

Senior College Plans  

    Many of the 2014 seniors moved on 

to begin their college careers including 

Lorenzo Blazekovich (Blackhawk 

CC), Noah Masa (UIC), Frank Diaz 

(Harper CC), Mike Formella (Con-

cordia-Chgo), Chris Grazioli (St. 

Mary’s U. MN), Russ Hoh (North 

Central), Jake Stanton (Milliken), 

Nick Kaleel (Rochester Col., MI) and 

Avery Lochow (Purdue-Calumet).  In 

addition Connor Ryan (UIC) and Jeff 

DeGraw (St. Francis U.) were two 

Porters that moved from junior college 

to major 4 yr. programs.  This makes a 

total of 27 former Porters in college. 

   2015 seniors have already com-

mitted to continue on to play college 

baseball. Tyler Hair (Northern State 

U.), Austin Moralis (Heartland CC), 

Cole Bellair (U. of IL), Ben Wishba 

(North Central) and Jordan Johnston 

(Marshall U.). 
 

SSAABBAATTIINNOO  IINN  SSPPRRIINNGG  TTRRAAIINNIINNGG  
 

Former Porter standout pitcher Steve 

Sabatino (08’) is in the St. Louis Card-

inals minor league spring training 

camp in Jupiter, Florida.  Sabs finish-

ed the 14’ season with the Class A+ 

Palm Beach Cardinals and probably 

will start there this season.  Steve ap-

peared in 35 games, had a 5-2 record, 

pitched 44+ innings and had a 1.94 

ERA. 

    On the website Cardinals Farm 

they had this to say at the end of 2014:  
“….After joining the (Peoria) Chiefs 

roster, Sabatino threw 41.2 innings over 

31 games, picking up 5 wins and 4 saves. 

His sparkling 1.94 ERA wasn’t a mirage: 

Sabatino compiled a 0.96 WHIP and a 

2.48 FIP. His strikeout numbers stayed 

high as he struck out 28.3%, …. Sabatino 

walked 6.6% of hitters, a big improvement 

over his 11.3% rate over two levels in 

2013.’ …..”limiting left-handed batters to 

a .133 average and allowing 1 unearned 

run while putting up a 6:1 strikeout-to-

walk ratio. Sabatino will most likely be in 

the back of the Palm Beach bullpen in 

2015, but his new delivery and improved 

command could push him to Springfield.”  

Good Luck Sabs!!!!! 
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PPoorrtteerr  BBaasseebbaallll  SSpprriinngg::    AA  WWeeaatthheerr  OOddyysssseeyy  
 

 

Last year Lockport Twp. HS installed new turf at its football field.  This new surface was seen not just as a “football” 

improvement but as an overall “sports facilities” improvement that could utilized by the many sports at LTHS from 

football in the fall to baseball in the spring.  The new facility would enable the Porter baseball teams to practice outdoor 

when the temperatures were moderate even though 

their own playing surfaces were too wet and 

muddy to practice on.   

As you can see in the picture to the left the 

baseball team was able to get a lot of work done 

outside under sunny skies and temperatures in the 

50’s when in the past we would still be practicing 

in the field house or on a parking lot because of 

their field being unplayable. The photo was taken 

on Saturday, March 14
th
 at our Unity Practice.  

Players from all levels practiced together in 

defensive position groups for almost 3 hours.  It 

was followed by a team lunch served by our 

parent’s Booster Club. 

The Porter baseball program continued to take 

advantage of the moderate temperatures and turf field for practices as our annual Maroon and White Night games neared.  

As you can see in the photo to the right, the games went on as scheduled.  Acceptable temperatures and the hard work of 

Grounds Supervisor Mark Dulkowski’s crew, had Flink Field 

in fine shape and the games commenced.  The Boosters 

organized the off field activities including operating a busy 

concession stand and holding an apparel sale that saw Porter 

baseball apparel “fly off the shelves”.  We thank the boosters 

and our Diamond Girls for helping us make that night a great 

success. Hundreds of parents, families and supporters came 

out to enjoy the freshman play an intra-squad game followed 

by the varsity squaring off vs. the sophomores.  Players at all 

levels were able to work the kinks out to get ready for the 

2015 season.     

Well as you can see in the picture below that the old saying, 

“if you don’t like the weather in Illinois just wait 5 minutes 

and it’ll change” could certainly apply. This photograph was taken only three days after Maroon & White on Monday 

March 23
rd

.  Almost 4” of snow had fallen that day and the temperature that day was in the 20’s and it was just a lousy 

day for baseball.  Practices were forced back into 

the field house.  During that time span though, 

temperatures rose, the sun came out, the snow 

melted and our maintenance staff went to work on 

Flink to see if we could start the season.  By 

Wednesday TWO DAYS later the Porters hosted 

Lincoln-Way North in the opening game of the 

2015 season and beat the #2 ranked Phoenix 5-4.  

To think the Porters played on the field in this 

photo just 48 hours later is unbelievable.  Ah, 

high school baseball in the spring in the Midwest.  

You can’t beat it! 
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HHIISSTTOORRYY  IINN  AA  LLOOCCKKEERR  RROOOOMM??    WWHHAATT’’SS  UUPP  WWIITTHH  TTHHAATT??  
 

 

Coach Satunas and his coaching staff have emphasized the importance to our present players of appreciating the rich 

tradition of the Porters baseball program.  They have established an annual alumni game at which the current team 

recognizes the achievement of past teams and players.  They have also hosted social events for alumni and their families. 

Also, the player’s locker room was a logical spot, given the time they spend there, to develop a project that reminds 

players on a daily basis that they are but the most recent group to wear the Maroon and White and to have the privilege of 

playing on Flink Field.  During this past summer the locker room was freshly painted and two walls were adorned with 

historical program pictures.  The picture below is the wall the players see every day when they walk in.  It contains a list 

of our program’s titles and a team picture of every Porter baseball team dating back to 1926. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A second wall across from this one is a picture gallery containing portraits of all Porter baseball coaches from Coach Joe 

Corcoran (1926-1936) to present coach Andy Satunas (2011- ). 
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PPOORRTTEERR  BBAASSEEBBAALLLL  SSPPRRIINNGG  YYOOUUTTHH  CCAAMMPP  22001155  
 

 

On Sunday, March 15
th
, the Porters players and coaching staff welcomed over 150 local youth to their annual spring 

camp.  As you can see in the pictures below they received instruction from the players and coaches in all phases of the 

games including proper throwing techniques, defensive fundamentals and hitting.  Younger players attended the morning 

session and Jr. High players attended in the afternoon.  A reminder to all, that the Porters host a week-long series of camps 

in June. These include the Annual Youth Summer Camp and also an Advanced Skills Camp.  More details will be 

announced in later newsletters. 
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The Porters have put together an 11 page pamphlet that “briefly” 

tells the history of Porter baseball.  This includes information 

about the community of Lockport and its relationship with the 

game of baseball. It also has information about Coach Ed Flink 

and the storied history of beautiful Flink Field.  Many of the 

accomplishments of the Porter baseball program and some of its 

past players are also listed. It is full of photos of early Lockport, 

Flink Field and former players who have worn the Maroon and 

White. 

   Copies of this pamphlet were given out at the spring sports 

parents meeting in early March to our parents and players.  The 

response has been very positive.  We therefore are offering a PDF 

copy of this history to our alumni and supporters on our newsletter 

email list as well.  All you have to do is hit REPLY to this email 

and state “I would like a copy.”  We will attach it to an email and 

get it right back to you.  We hope you enjoy it.  Comments would 

be appreciated. 

 

Porter Baseball 

Coach Andy Satunas 

(asatunas@lths.org) 

Lockport Township High School 

13333 East Seventh Street 

Lockport, Illinois 60441 

 

Website:        www.porterbaseball.org 

Contact Us:   porterbball@comcast.net 

“The quality of a person’s life is in direct proportion of their commitment to excellence, regardless of their 

chosen field of endeavor” 

GGoo  PPoorrtteerrss!!  

Our next issue will be mid-season and will include news on how the season is progressing, 

lower level news, booster news and some early information on the summer season coming up. 


